
King County Shoreline 

Environment Designations

From Characterization to 

Designation





Lakes greater

than 20 acres

All Marine

shorelines

Rivers with 

20 cfs 

mean

annual flow.

Characterizing the Shorelines



Ecological Characterization 

• Inventory of shoreline conditions;

• Determined ecosystem-wide physical 

processes could be assessed;

• Evaluated alterations in the chosen 

processes within the shoreline jurisdiction 

(from minimally to significantly altered by 

changes in land use).



Physical Processes evaluation 
10 different processes on 3 shoreline types

Shoreline Type

Ecological Process Marine Lake River

Light X X X

LWD X X X

Nitrogen X X X

Phosphorus X X X

Pathogens X X X

Toxins X X X

Sediment X X X

Water Cycle X X X

Wave Energy X X

Tidal Influences X





Lake and River Shoreline 

Jurisdiction



Lake and River Nitrogen Quality



Lake and River Reach Quality



Marine Shoreline Jurisdiction



Marine Sediment Quality



Marine Final Score



Protection and Restoration Actions



Marine Restoration



Lake and River Existing Shoreline 

Designations



Lake and River Proposed Shoreline 

Designations



Marine Existing Shoreline 

Designations



Marine Proposed Shoreline 

Designations


